
4
0

 Y
E

A

R S  O F  C O MPA
S

S
I O

N

1 9 8 1 – 2 0 2 1

2021 Year in Review

Ryker, pictured here with Ayesha & Stephen Curry at our 25th Annual Cabernet for 
Connoisseurs fundraiser, is a 6-year old who stayed at Family House while he was treated for 
Leukemia at age 2. He is now cancer-free and home with his mom, dad and baby sister.



Welcome to our New Board Members!
Adrienne Bavar has over 15 years of involvement in the non-profit world. She currently serves 
on the Board of Trustees and the Executive Committee of the Contemporary Jewish Museum in 
San Francisco. She is the past chair of the SFJCF’s Global Committee. In additional to her local 
involvement, Adrienne is a Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) Ambassador and a Co-chair of JDC’s 
first National Giving Circle. Furthermore, she is a Western Advisor for the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. Prior to moving to San Francisco she served on the Board 
and Executive Committee of the UJA, Jewish Federation of New York as well as Co-chairing Emerging 
Leaders and Philanthropists Division. 

After 20 years in the marketing industry, Adrienne joined her family’s reals estate development business focusing on 
acquisitions. She is a graduate and Dean Scholar of the S.I. Newhouse School of Public Communications at Syracuse 
University. 

Mark Petri is Vice President of Sales for Plastikon Industries, which is headquartered in Hayward, California. Founded in 1982, 
Plastikon was established with the mission to be recognized as a world-leading plastic and contract manufacturer. 

Today, Plastikon continues to provide award-winning services to and plays an essential part in many of the 
world’s most successful companies in their respective industries including medical, automotive and electronics. 
Harnessing state-of-the-art technology and dedicated employees, Plastikon has built a global reputation of 
exceeding customers’ expectation. Mark has been with Plastikon since 2010. He received his Bachelor of 
Science in Industrial Engineering from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. He is married and has two children.

Congratulations! 

We’ve all made it through the past many 
months of uncertainty and tremendous 
challenges to our way of life brought 

on by a global pandemic. And in the face 
of that mighty opponent, the Family House 

staff has carried on with a special resiliency that 
never ceases to amaze me. Perhaps because working with 
the families of sick children can bring out the best in us, 
many of the staff feel as if working at Family House is a 
calling as much as it is their job. While many businesses are 
understaffed, the team at Family House is steadfast in their 
commitment to help others because what they do matters. 
I am indebted to each of our team members for remaining 
committed to helping the families we serve in our own, 
important way.

When it comes to helping others, Family House lost a giant 
of generosity and compassion this year in Stephen Grand. 
After a number of bouts with Stephen’s cancer, Stephen and 
Nancy understood what it meant to fully care for the patient 
and the caregiver. So, when the opportunity arose to support 
families whose children were suffering from serious illnesses, 
Stephen and Nancy Grand stepped up at the right moment 
to become the naming donors for our new Mission Bay 

Family House. Stephen’s heartfelt generosity in supporting 
breakthroughs in healthcare will live for generations to come. 
And his memory will always be a blessing at Family House.

I would like to thank the people who have made this year 
such a success for Family House including a roster of 
incredibly generous folks: Roxanne and Todd McKinnon, Ron 
Conway, Kim Scurr, Jeanne and Spencer Wang, Ayesha and 
Steph Curry (yes, the Currys!), The Kalmanovitz Charitable 
Foundation, The Bettye Poetz Ferguson Foundation and, of 
course, Nancy and Stephen Grand. Without their spectacular 
support of our mission and the families we serve, we simply 
could not provide care and compassion through housing, 
transportation, meals and so many other important services.

We hope that we’re almost out from under the pandemic 
and can return to the new normal next year with volunteers, 
parties and so many other ways to enhance the families’ 
experience with us. Until then, my sincere thanks for all you 
for creating the community that our families need.

 

Alexandra E. Morgan 
Chief Executive Officer

Family House’s 2021 can be summed up in one word: 
Resiliency. The incredible work done in 2021 by our staff to 
handle the impacts of COVID-19 continued throughout the 
year. Our team longs for the day when we can welcome back 
our usual thousands of volunteers each year, and be able to 
interact in groups with our families—which is the magic of 
Family House. Until then, we will make sure our Family House 
families receive all the support and comfort they require to 
manage the unimaginable. 

The Family House staff’s efforts this year has been nothing 
short of remarkable. This is due in large part to the incredible 
leadership of Alexandra Morgan, who celebrates her 20th 
anniversary as our CEO. Since Alexandra took the helm, 
Family House has grown from serving 10 families a night to 
80 families. Conservatively, over 50,000 families’ lives have 
been positively impacted by Alexandra and her team since her 
arrival at Family House. She is a pro, and we all salute her and 
stand in awe of her numerous accomplishments. 

My fellow board members continue to provide the final piece 
of the puzzle that makes Family House such a unique and 
successful organization. We are fortunate to have a diverse 
and highly motivated group of board members, who help the 

staff manage everything from family 
services to fundraising. Despite having 
only one event this year, we exceeded 
our fundraising goals thanks to the 
record-breaking 25th annual Cabernet for 
Connoisseurs held in October. This event brings 
together two of the greatest features of the Bay Area: Wine 
and Philanthropy. Despite their own challenges during these 
times, our donating vintners are great people who endeavor to 
give back to their community whenever and wherever possible. 
Our staff and event committee, led by chairs Scott Miller 
and Lorcan Kearney, and the incomparable Susie Heller, have 
somehow managed to outdo themselves again this year. 

We look optimistically toward Family House’s future. We 
cannot adequately express our deepest thanks to the ever-
growing community of supporters who stand by and help us 
year after year. As we put this year into the rearview mirror, 
we wish you the happiest and healthiest 2022.   

Kevin Keenley 
Chair, Board of Directors
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Celebrat ing 40 Years of Compassion
2021 marks Family House’s 40th year of operation and since 1981, so much has changed! 
Growing from ten rooms on Irving Street, run entirely by volunteers with an annual 
operating budget of under $200,000 to where we are today: celebrating 5 years of being 
open in Mission Bay, housing 80 families per night with more than 25 employees and an 
annual budget of $4.5 million has been an important leap for Family House. 

These last 40 years have been made possible by important contributions from so many 
community members, families, donors, volunteers and staff, and we couldn’t have done it 
without each and every one of them. 

Bobby “the Bunny” Thomas 

This year also marked Bobby 
“the Bunny” Thomas’ 25th annual 
Easter fundraiser benefiting Family 
House! Every year, Bobby rallies his 
community to bring cheer to the 

families staying with us. He’s raised 
more than $265,000 for Family 
House—but more importantly,  

he’s brought thousands of smiles  
to kids faces.



JEANNE AND SPENCER WANG were introduced to Family House by their friends, Scott (current Board Member) 
and Becky Miller. After being invited to a few fundraising events, they quickly became advocates (or as Dr. Ablin always 
liked to say, investors) for Family House.

Spencer joined the Board in 2010 and the Executive Committee shortly thereafter, and was an integral part of the capital 
campaign that built the Nancy and Stephen Grand Family House in Mission Bay. “One of my fondest memories was the 
look on Alexandra and Dr. Ablin’s faces when we learned at one of the Board meetings that the Grands were going to 
provide a significant donation to allow us to build the Mission Bay facility. A true Kodak moment and validation for all 
those involved with Family House!”

Hearing from the families themselves has always inspired Jeanne and Spencer when they 
consider their philanthropy. One story they remember that defines what Family House is 
all about is of young parents who got a phone call from their local hospital overnight telling 
them to pack their bags and head to UCSF. The next thing they know, the family is hundreds 
of miles from home with a life-threatening diagnosis. “What about their jobs? The other 
kids? The bills? Family House not only takes a big worry out of their equation but becomes 
a sanctuary for the families to share their stories and share a laugh or a hug in the midst of 
huge duress. It provides them some dignity.”

At our Cabernet for Connoisseurs event– the first in-person fundraiser in over 18 
months!—Jeanne and Spencer recalled this family as they placed the winning bid on a once-
in-a-lifetime auction lot: a poker night at the Au Sommet estate in Napa with Ayesha and 
Stephen Curry, paired with a lobster boil prepared by Chef Thomas Keller! We are indebted to Jeanne and Spencer for 
helping to make that event a record-breaking success, and another Kodak moment that Family House staff and donors 
will never forget. 

“Supporting 
Family House is 
an easy decision. 
Great cause run 
by outstanding 
people!”

After the unprecedented challenges of 2020, the 25TH ANNUAL 
CABERNET FOR CONNOISSEURS was exactly what the doctor 
ordered for everyone in the Family House community. The event was 
held outdoors at Silverado Resort & Spa in Napa on October 2, 2021 
with a new “Cabs Goes Country” theme. The star power provided by 
Ayesha and Stephen Curry was a fitting celebration to emerge from 
the age of COVID to say the least! Honorees Kathleen and Dan Toney 
were presented with the Lifetime Services Award in appreciation for their 
dedication to Family House.

The record-breaking $2.1 million night ensures that nothing—not even 
COVID—will interrupt compassionate services for all the families residing 
at Family House! These funds ensure that we can continue to provide care, 
comfort and compassion, always 100% free of charge.  

Event co-chairs, Lorcan Kearney and Scott Miller, along with Camilla Burraston 
and the Family House staff deserve all the thanks for organizing the most 
successful event in our 40-year history!

A Record-Breaking Night 
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Donor Spot light: 
Jeanne and Spencer Wang

Special guests Ayesha and Stephen Curry

Event co-chairs Lorcan Kearney and Scott MillerHonorees Kathleen and Dan Toney



6 7

In June of 2015, SUSAN RUHNE came to Family House for the first time (then on 10th Avenue) with her colleagues 
from Salesforce for a corporate volunteer day, helping to pack up and clean the building to prepare for the move to 
Mission Bay. 

Since then, Susan has been an incredibly important asset to Family House’s volunteer program! Over the last six years, 
she has brought more than 200 colleagues in to volunteer, has raised more than $20,000 through Salesforce’s volunteer 
granting program, and has done almost every job a volunteer can do! “I loved helping get the house set up- unloading 
boxes into the new office, building closets, to making dinners & helping at holiday events.” 

Volunteering at Family House is meaningful to Susan because of the payment she gets back in the smiles and high-fives 
from sick kids, knowing she’s helped them in a time that they might be stressed or scared. At one family dinner a few 
years ago, Susan met a teen and her mom who told her they watched the Salesforce Tower being built while they came 
to San Francisco for treatments. Susan was then able to bring them to the top floor of the tower to see the view – a 
one-of-a-kind 360 view of the entire city. “You get so much more than you give when you volunteer at Family House,” 
she thinks, recollecting on that moment. “We can provide a meal, do a craft, give a parent a few minutes to eat with both 
hands while you engage their toddler. No matter what reason I visit the house—I always depart with  more energy from 
the amazing families who I interact with.”

 
Before the pandemic, Family House was one 
of the locations every new hire at Salesforce 
could choose from to volunteer during their 
onboarding process. Since COVID-19, Susan 
and the Salesforce team have focused on ways 
to give back remotely by creating handmade 
cards that are shared with the families, or 
designing images displayed throughout the 
house so families know they’re being supported. 
As Family House starts doing trial runs of what 
it will look like to have in-person volunteers in 
the house once again, we were able to welcome 
back a small group of Salesforce volunteers 
for our outdoor Halloween party, and you bet 
Susan didn’t miss it! We can't wait to welcome 
more volunteers back in the house.  

Family S tory: Betsy & Yoel Volunteer Spot light
BETSY PAVA GOMEZ gave birth to her son, Yoel, 25 weeks premature while on vacation in San Francisco. With her 
family in Colombia, Betsy found herself needing not just a place to stay, but a home away from home. 

When Yoel was born, he needed feeding and breathing tubes to survive. As Betsy navigated Yoel’s various procedures to 
help him thrive as a premature baby, she learned that he’d need to stay near UCSF 
for at least 4-5 months after leaving the hospital in July 2021. Because Family House 
was only a few blocks away, Betsy and Yoel were in a safe place while they waited to 
go home.

“To be quite honest, it’s impossible to think about renting here in San Francisco 
because it is so expensive. Here they have helped with lodging, and gave my baby 
necessities like diapers, washcloths and baby clothes—things that only family does.”

Your support directly impacts kids like Yoel, and his mom Betsy. You can help 
provide a home away from home for parents and caregivers going through an 
unthinkable medical crisis. 

After ten months at Family House, Betsy has been able to leave with a healthy and 
happy baby boy. 

“We’re going on nine 
months since Yoel 
was born. Being from 
Columbia, I had no 
home here, and Family 
House opened their 
doors and welcomed 
me and Yoel in.”

“Family House cares for the entire 
family—and is the San Francisco 
family for so many.  
It’s a coordinated support system—
not just a place to sleep— 
but everything a family needs 
during time at UCSF Benioff 
Children’s Hospital.” 



OUR MISSION & CORE VALUES 
Founded in 1981, Family House serves as a home away 
from home for families of children with cancer and other 
life-threatening illnesses by providing physical comfort and 
emotional support, free from financial concerns.

Compassion: Support for families who endure the most 
trying experience of their lives is central to our mission. 

Sanctuary: Providing a safe, comfortable, worry-free 
living environment enables families to focus on their healing.

Family: Providing an environment where families naturally 
connect and find hope, comfort, and healing within each other.

Care: Affordability is not a factor for parents looking for 
world class care for their child’s life-threatening illness.

Communi ty: Providing opportunities for 5,000 volunteers 
annually to make an impact on the lives of our families.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Kevin Keenley, Board Chair

Adrienne Bavar
John Beaven
Michele Brasch
Anne Finigan
Jessica Finkelstein
Sara Agah Franti
Linda Goldfarb
Steve Goldfarb, Esq.
Nancy Grand
Susie Heller
Mark Jones
Jim Kauffman
Lorcan Kearney
Todd Kovacevich
John Kugler
Hanmin Lee, M.D.

Scott Miller
Diana Montgomery, M.D.
Bob Nibbi
Mark Orsi
Mark Petri
Randi Saffian
Gerry Sangiacomo
Jeff Smith
Steve Soja
Drew Stroud
Roger Swanson
Jill Thompson, M.D. 
Kathleen Toney
Tara Voorhis
Doug Wall
Collin Williams

STAFF 
Alexandra E. Morgan, CEO

Maria Alarcon
Karen Banks
John Barrett
Araceli Bermudez
Fidel Campos
Melvin Chand
Jessica Creager
Jill Davis
Tarence Dixon
Anoushka Donnelley
Zoila Duarte
Paul Goold
Jon Hodo

Jeanine Homich
Ung Ly
Diana Marroquin
Christian Moncada
Laura Monsour
PJ Nunez-Jirgl
Calvin Price
Monica Rodriguez
Lidia Sarmiento
Tyler Scurr
Elan Slavin
Sarah Yaeger
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Nancy & Stephen Grand Family House
540 Mission Bay Blvd., North 
San Francisco, CA 94158
(415) 476-8321 info@familyhouseinc.org
www.familyhouseinc.org
Tax ID 94-2722663

     @FamilyHouseSF         
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http://cvrdesign.com
mailto:info@familyhouseinc.org
http://www.familyhouseinc.org

